








9. Dr. Jesse Porter’s Home before 1833

Jesse Porter was a son of Dr. Preserved Porter. Born in 1777, Jesse would
have known Fortune and his family very well. Jesse was 21 when Fortune
died. Jesse, like his father, was a doctor. He inherited Fortune’s bones when
Preserved Porter died in 1803. Jesse also inherited a portion of his father’s
house, which may be the same house Jesse was living in 30 years later.

Fortune owned a small house 80 rods (1/4 mile) east of Preserved Porter’s
house, on the north side of the road. If this is the location of Preserved’s
house, then Fortune’s house was located approximately where Williams Street
is today.

10. Dr. Daniel Porter’s Home
Daniel Porter was Preserved Porter’s father. The property remained in the
Porter family until the 1860s.

11. Dr. Jesse Porter’s Home after 1833

Jesse Porter built a stone house and doctor’s office here in 1833 and lived in
that house until his death in 1860. His daughter, Adelia, married David Law,
Waterbury’s postmaster, in 1837. Their son, Homer Lycurgus Law, taught
anatomy to his daughter Sally using Fortune’s bones in the 1880s. Fifty years
later, Sally (who was herself a doctor) donated the skeleton to the Mattatuck
Museum.

Fortune as he may have looked in
life. Painting by medical illustrator
WiIliam Westwood, based on a
photograph of Fortune's skeleton.
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